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Clarke Creek Wind Farm Project Location
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Project Facts

• Expected project size is:

• Up to 195 turbines with output of approximately 800MW;

• 400MW solar; and

• battery storage. 

• Project has received all required State and Federal Government approvals.

• Project Team are actively working on technical, environmental, social and economic aspects of the 

project in preparation for construction. 

• Once built, predicted to generate around 4% of Queensland electricity demand on average every year.

• Total project investment is around $1.5 billion.

• Estimated $50-100 million into local economy and approx. $350million regionally during construction 

period through local contractors and service providers.

• Estimated 350 jobs during construction period (anticipated to last three years) and 25 full time jobs 

during operations (25 years).

• Community benefits package of $200k a year to nearby communities. 
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Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update

• The outbreak of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) is clearly unprecedented in its impacts on our 

health and wellbeing of our communities and the broader economy.  

• In response, Goldwind Australia and Lacour have implemented new monitoring and 

mitigation measures to minimise risks to the communities in which we operate, our staff, 

contractors and suppliers. 

• The following principles have guided our response:

• Protect the safety and welfare of our staff, contractors and the communities in which 

we operate, particularly those in high risk categories. 

• Maintain productivity to meet business objectives and ensure continuity of business-

critical activities within Federal and State Government directives.

• Support and boost existing and new economic activity, particularly within regional 

communities close to our projects. 

• We will continue to proactively monitor the changing situation closely and work in 

accordance with Federal and State Government directives and relevant guidelines and 

recommendations. 
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Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update

Goldwind and Lacour actions relevant to CCWF:

• No interstate travel.

• Intrastate travel reduced to essential project activities.

• Marlborough Information Centre closed to public, however 

Rhonda is contactable on email and phone.

• Limited attendance at public and community events (almost 

all canceled now).

• Project staff based in Sydney or Melbourne are working from 

home.
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Indicative Timescales

• Aim to start the road upgrade work, followed by full wind farm construction, in 2020. 

• Full construction is anticipated to last three years.

• First construction works are likely to be:

• Site Construction Camp;

• Road upgrades on the Marlborough-Sarina Road (subject to TMR approval); and

• Early works for the wind farm substation near the existing Broadsound substation.

• There are many aspects of CV-19 that are out with our control and, while we will do our 

utmost to maintain productivity and progress with the project, we can’t rule out the impact 

of future government directives or policy. 

• CV-19 also has an impact on our partners, counterparties, government departments, and 

more broadly, global and local: supply chain, manufacturing and logistics. The challenges 

presented by CV-19 does introduce risk of program delay, which the team is committed to 

working through these challenges as practicable as possible.

7



Ongoing compliance and managing potential impacts

Update on various pre-construction surveys that are in progress:

• Pre-construction noise logging completed – collecting updated background noise data 

as part of pre-construction commitment.

• Bird Survey completed - 4-5 days of utilization surveys to gather baseline data. Two 

surveys were completed during planning process; this survey is a pre-construction 

commitment to gather additional data.
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• Cultural Heritage survey reports have 

been received from consultant and 

we are working toward a final draft.

• Continued collection of wind data 

from masts and lidar on site.



Ongoing compliance and managing potential impacts

Update on various management plans we are required to submit prior to starting 

construction:

• Approximately 16 post-approval/pre-construction management plans to be drafted, 

submitted and approved to either State or Federal departments.

• Six pre-construction management plans have been drafted and completed for 

State approval. A further five are in progress.

• Three pre-construction management plans have been completed and will be 

submitted to Commonwealth. Two other plans are in progress. 

• We are also preparing information for several secondary approvals to be obtained from 

council and other agencies. 
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Ongoing community and industry engagement

• Continued enquiries through 1800 number and info@ email address.

• Recent sponsorship of:

• Capricorn Rescue Helicopter ‘Colour Me Capricorn Fun Run’

• Emu Park Lions Club ‘Festival of the Wind’

• Marlborough Agricultural Annual Show

(unfortunately all cancelled)

• ICN Gateway continues to be open for local businesses to register interest.

• Supporting Clarke Creek and Marlborough State Schools in purchasing USB and other 

office supplies to assist with teaching at home.

• Attendance at two industry briefings in Gladstone cancelled due to CV-19.
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Transport Update

• Ongoing discussions with DTMR with aim of submitting 

package of plans/designs in June for approval.

• Pull over bays:

• Same number as previously discussed, some minimal 

movements (19 complete pull over bays, remaining are 

access points).

• DTMR involved in survey/design work and are happy 

with proposal.

• We will seek formal approval from DTMR.

• Bridge assessments ongoing and in discussion with DTMR.

• Discussions ongoing on any requirements for 

movement/redesign of lighting infrastructure between 

Gladstone and site.

• Continued discussions with Gladstone Port.

• Overhead survey completed (electrical lines etc.) and in 

discussion with Ergon Energy for required work.
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Telecommunications Update

• Lacour and Goldwind are working with Telstra to finalise the specifications of the new 

telecommunications infrastructure that will be installed as part of the wind farm project.

• Final configuration of additional telecoms infrastructure is yet to be finalised.

• Investigations currently considering:

• Clarke Creek Telstra mast is likely to be too far from the project to be a main source of 

telecoms for the project. 

• Potential of adding signal repeaters around the site to boost mobile reception 

(including from permanent met masts), which may increase strength along sections of 

Marlborough-Sarina Road.

• Site camp would likely receive fibreoptic from Broadsound for a Wi-Fi connection.

• The Wi-Fi service from Broadsound may also be linked to construction offices and O&M 

facilities on site. 

Key Commitment: Construction and operational workforce of the Project does not degrade the quality of 

Telstra mobile communications for existing users. Solutions to be investigated to provide sufficient mobile 

coverage are to upgrade existing Telstra communications tower at Clarke Creek, or to install 

communications equipment on a new tower or wind farm infrastructure. 12



Any Questions on Project Update?

-----------------------------------------

Community Benefit Package
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Community Benefit Package  

• $200k per annum (increasing with CPI). 

• Starts at commencement of construction.

• Reference guidelines (all distributed to CCC by email):

• White Rock Wind Farm Community Fund

• Gunning Wind Farm scholarship program

• Isaac Regional Council Community Grants Guidelines

• Gullen Range Community Enhancement Program

• Pacific Hydro Sustainable Communities Fund

• Goldwind recommends next steps are:

• Discussing and agreeing the parameters of the fund (see recommendations on following 

slides).

• GWA drafting a Fund overview document based on the agreed parameters.

• Distributing draft document for comment.
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Community Benefit Package - Recommended Fund Aspects (1 of 2)

Fund Aspect Recommendations (in bold)
Fund Area • Specific km radius from wind farm infrastructure (e.g. 100km or 75km).

• Goldwind can provide maps to clarify different zones from the project area for next CCC.
Other options:
• Range of postal address localities.
• Anywhere within Isaac and Livingstone council areas.

Fund Aim • To provide funds to enhance and enrich community initiatives throughout the local community.
Other options (or can draft other wording):
• To enable local not-for-profit groups, organisations and projects to make a positive and enduring 

contribution to the local community; OR
• Fund programs and initiatives that benefit the local community and help build sustainable communities

Scope of projects to be 
funded.

Structure funding around categories:
• Public health and wellbeing, e.g. Activities to encourage a healthy lifestyle, community participation, 

emergency services support.
• Environmental sustainability e.g. Conservation, protection and rehabilitation projects, enhancement of 

natural environments, energy saving projects
• Skills and Education e.g. Supporting skills development and providing access to education, scholarships, 

apprenticeships.
• Recreation and cultural activities e.g. Events and activities to promote a diverse community, sporting 

activities, renovation or upgrade of community buildings.
Priorities for awarding grants Preference for projects (in order of priority):

1. Closely meets aim and one or more of funding categories.
2. Projects closest to CCWF (in physical location or benefiting community).
3. Demonstrated direct and indirect community benefits.
4. Demonstrated collaboration between organisations to maximise benefits.
5. With dollar for dollar contribution or with in-kind support.

Eligible Applicants • Not-for-profit organisation.
• Have a valid ABN. If no valid ABN applicant needs a project partner or auspice who has an ABN and is 

willing to support your project.
• Individual applicants (e.g. for scholarship) must meet set criteria. 15



Community Benefit Package - Recommended Fund Aspects (2 of 2)

Fund Aspect Suggested options 
Exclusions Unable to support applications from:

• Individuals (excepting scholarships).
• Political organisations or campaigns.
• Religious activities.
• An organisation’s ongoing operational costs (rent, salaries etc).
• Private companies or commercial entities.
• Activities which encourage the irresponsible use of alcohol/drugs/gambling.
• Activities which are usually exclusively funded by government.
• Activities which provide a direct financial benefit to employees of CCWF, or contractors.
• Applications seeking retrospective funding.

Apportioning funds to Major, 
Minor and Scholarships.

• Minor grant program of $50k with a maximum single grant of $5k.
• Major grant program of $100k with a maximum single grant of $100k.
• Scholarship program of $50k with a maximum single grant of $5k.

Application windows Annual.
Fund administration Council (Isaac or Livingstone) is responsible for financial administration and annual financial reporting. 

CCC is responsible for reviewing applications and picking successful applicants.
How long to spend the 
money?

Expenditure of the funds is completed within 12 months of award. Committee and CCWF require proof of 
successful completion. 

Audit and reporting 
requirements?

Annual audit and public report on the fund allocations completed by Council. Allowance should be made 
for independent audit if requested.

Other considerations • CCWF would look for public acknowledgement of the funding from the community group – through 
local media coverage, signage, inclusion of the CCWF logo on material etc. 

• Unallocated funds could be carried over to the following year’s fund.
• The CCC recommends successful applicants and the final amount of funding is at CCWFs discretion.
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